BELOW IS A COPY OF ONE OF THE LETTERS RECENTLY MAILED FROM OUR BOARD PRESIDENT, MICHAEL LABADORF.  IRONICALLY, WE JUST FOUND OUT THAT SHANIA WAS GRANTED EARLY ADMISSION TO VIRGINIA STATE UNIVERSITY.  
MAKE A DONATION AND WE WILL SEND YOU ONE OF THE REFERENCED BOOKMARKS.
Dear Friend of Vacamas,

If we read a book to a child, we give them the joy of a story……… If we teach a child to read, we give them a world of opportunity, and a lifetime of learning.

With the life-changing summer experiences we’ve provided to our disadvantaged young campers now behind us, Vacamas turns its attention once again to our empowering, urban after-school and weekend programs. Vacamas Programs for Youth works tirelessly year-round to help inner-city children find success in their lives.

Shania started with Vacamas through an Alternative Education Program as a twelve year old, having been expelled from her Newark school because of very aggressive behavior.  She responded quickly to the encouragement she received in our school-based program and to her weekend visits to camp, enjoying the team building challenges and hiking.  Vacamas staff provided a structure for her and helped her to relearn vital skills of self-control and good communication. She aged out of our winter program in 8th grade but we continued to work with her during the summers.  During Shania’s first year at summer camp she developed a love for performing and has been active in our Theater Program.  In subsequent years, she began to work with younger campers and students, and joined Camp Vacamas as a Junior Counselor in the summer of 2011, exhibiting a genuine talent for working with campers with behavioral difficulties. Now a senior in high school, Shania is enjoying steady grades, extra-curricular activities, and is a regular staffer at camp. She hopes to start college in the fall of 2012.

Please allow our bookmark to serve as a reminder of the life-changing work we do with needy youngsters like Shania, and the dramatic impact our efforts have on so many young lives.
Cutbacks from state and federal sources have threatened these after-school and weekend activities, as well as our in-school programs. Please help us maintain the level of service we have traditionally provided to youth throughout the NY & NJ metropolitan areas who are in dire need of our assistance.  These deserving children need our unique experiential education programs, both in their schools and out at Camp Vacamas.
Your support is needed now more than ever, so please be as generous as possible in considering a year-end gift.  Together, we can insure that Shania continues to excel.
Our best wishes to you and your family for a healthy and happy holiday season and a prosperous new year!
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Sincerely,
Michael Labadorf, President
